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LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 
17 December 2021 

 

 

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on 17 December 2021 
 
 
Present  
 
Councillors: A Glass, G Hill, P Wigman and E Woodard (Reserve) 
 
 
11 Election of Chairman  

 
Councillor Graham Hill was elected as Chairman. 
 
 
  
 

12 Apologies for Absence  
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
 
  
 

13 Chairman's Announcements  
 
The Chairman read out the Covid 19 and Health & Safety protocols. 
 
 
  
 

14 Declarations of Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
 
  
 

15 Licensing Act 2003 - APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE - Rother 
Barn Christmas Tree Farm, Farnham Road, Liss, Hampshire GU33 6LJ  
 
The Chairman invited the Licensing Team Leader to introduce their report. 
 

 
This hearing relates to an application for a premises licence for Rother Barn 
Christmas Tree Farm, Farnham Road, Liss, Hampshire, GU33 6LJ. The 
application has been made by Rother Projects 2017 Limited.   
 
A copy of the application is in Appendix A, from page 9 of the agenda. The plan 
of the premises is shown in Appendix B, page 37 and 38, and the location plan 
is shown in Appendix C, page 39 of the agenda.   
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The applicant describes the premises as a moveable container bar situated 
within the premises which is primarily a Christmas tree farm.  They have 
requested a premises licence for the provision of live music outdoors and the 
supply of alcohol on the premises. The application asks the applicant to state 
how they will promote the licensing objectives, and this is shown in section 3.5, 
page 2, of your agenda.  
 
This hearing is being called because representations have been received from 
Environmental Protection, a responsible authority as shown in Appendix D, 
page 41 and also from interested persons as shown in Appendix E, from page 
45 of the agenda.   
 
All responsible authorities have been consulted. 
 
Environmental Protection made a representation to the application as they have 
concerns that granting the licence would pose significant risk of public nuisance 
from noise. They have requested that should a licence be granted, six 
conditions be considered to reduce the risk of public nuisance by an acceptable 
amount. These six conditions are detailed in section 3.7, from page 3 of the 
agenda and also in Appendix D. I understand Environmental Protection has 
discussed some or all of these conditions with the applicant, but Licensing has 
not received anything from the applicant in response to this. 
 
Hampshire Fire Service responded with no objections. 
 
Planning responded but their response was not relevant to the licensing 
objectives, but they advised that the applicant seek pre-planning advice. 
 
No further comments were received from the remaining responsible authorities.  
 
Over 60 representations have been received in total with one supporting the 
application and the rest opposing the application. The representations relate to 
the prevention of public nuisance, protecting children from harm, public safety 
and the prevention of crime and disorder.      
 
 

The committee are advised that in determining this application 
 

 they may grant the application as asked 

 modify the conditions of the licence, by altering, omitting or adding 

 refuse to specify a person as the premises supervisor 

 reject the whole or part of the application 
 
I have received confirmation that attending today’s hearing is the applicant - 
Kelly Phipps on behalf of Rother Projects 2017 Limited, David Fitzgerald on 
behalf of Environmental Protection and the following interested persons who 
submitted representations: Mr Neil Bentley, Campbell Christie, Mr Craig, Mr & 
Mrs Field, Mr Andrew Lloyd, Mr and Mrs Marriner, Mr I F Simpson, Mr Iain 
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Thomson and Jenny Stevinson who is speaking on behalf of the representee 
Lisa Eddy.   
 
In error Mr and Mrs Roe’s representation has not been included in the report.  It 
was received in time.  They subsequently did not receive a notice of hearing 
until after the deadline to return it, but I note they are not present.  I have their 
representation here if the Sub-committee is happy for me to hand it out.  
 
The representation was handed out. 
 
The representee Mr French-Lynch has submitted a video of an event taking 
place at the premises as part of his representation.  A copy of this has been 
provided in advance to the applicant.  I should be able to play the video today if 
the Sub-committee would like me to do so.  The recording was taken on 
5.11.21 at 20:17 hours.  
 
The committee agreed for the video to be played, which was out of camera 
view. 
 
The Chair then invited interested parties to state their case in turn. 
 
The Chair reminded all interested parties they would have 3 minutes and would 
be reminded when there are 30 seconds remaining. 
 
Mr Craig stated his case raising concerns over noise levels and how those 
levels will be monitored. 
 
The Sub-Committee asked clarifying questions.  
 
The Chair invited the Applicant; Mrs Phipps to answer a question regarding 
Temporary Event Notices (TENS) obtained this year.  
 
Mrs Phipps clarified the use of TENS this year, and the  Licensing Team 
Leader confirmed the dates these were used. 
 
The Chair invited Mr Field to state his case. 
 
Mr Field raised concerns over noise and mental health. 
 
The Sub-Committee asked follow up questions to Mr Field on the level of noise 
and the distance of his home in relation to the site. 
 
Interested Parties asked further follow up questions. 
 
The Chair invited Mr Thomson to state his case.   
 
Mr Thomson raised concerns regarding public nuisance and public safety. 
 
The Chair invited Mr Simpson to state his case. 
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Mr Simpson raised concerns regarding noise and public nuisance. 
 
Mrs Phipps was invited by the chair to respond. 
 
The Chair invited Mr Bentley to state his case. 
 
Mr Bentley raised concerns over noise pollution, light pollution and public 
safety. 
 
The Chair invited Mr Lloyd to state his case. 
 
Mr Lloyd raised concerns regarding noise levels, site access and the impact on 
the environment. 
 
The Committee asked follow up questions regarding issues on contamination. 
 
Mrs Phipps was invited to comment on the contamination and cleaning of the 
nearby river. 
 
The Committee asked Mr Fitzgerald (Environmental Protection) questions 
regarding noise levels and the measuring and monitoring of them.  
 
The Committee invited Mrs Stevinson to state her case. 
 
Mrs Stevinson raised concerns on behalf of resident Ms Eddy, concerning close 
proximity noise to the venue and the travelling of noise. 
 
Mrs Phipps was invited to respond. 
 
The Chair invited Mr Christie to state his case. 
 
Mr Christie raised issues regarding noise nuisance and concerns over attendee 
numbers. 
 
The Committee and interested parties asked follow up questions. 
 
The Chair invited Mr & Mrs Marriner to state their case. 
 
Mr Marriner confirmed the support of other interested parties and raised 
concerns around anti-social behaviour, monitoring of attendee numbers and 
wellbeing of the community. 
Mr Fitzgerald was invited to speak on behalf of Environmental Protection who 
as a responsible authority had submitted a representation regarding public 
nuisance from noise.  Mr Fitzgerald elaborated on the conditions that were 
stated within the report. 
 
The Chair invited Mrs Phipps to state her case as the applicant. 
 
Mrs Phipps addressed the committee and addressed concerns and mitigating 
actions being taken to address these concerns. 
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The Chair asked that all participants were content they had had the opportunity 
to speak. 
 
The Chair invited the Licensing Team Leader to make a closing statement. 
 
The Licensing Team Leader addressed the Sub-Committee, reminding them  
that having considered everything presented, the Sub-Committee was obliged 
to determine this application with a view to promoting the licensing objectives: 
 

 Prevention of crime and disorder 

 Public safety 

 Prevention of public nuisance 

 Protection of children from harm. 
 
In making deliberations, it must have regard to the Councils Licensing Policy 
and National Guidance. 
 
The Sub-Committee must have regard to the representations that have been 
made balanced by any conditions offered by the applicant and the evidence 
that has been heard. 
 
The Sub-Committee must take one of the following steps, as it considers 
necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives 

 they may grant the application as asked 

 modify the conditions of the licence, by altering, omitting, or adding 

 refuse to specify a person as the premise’s supervisor 

 reject the whole or part of the application 
 
The Sub-Committee should note that it cannot modify the conditions or reject 
the whole or part of the application merely because it considers it desirable to 
do so. It must be appropriate to promote the licensing objectives. 
 
The Chairman asked all parties if they are satisfied and have said all they wish 
to say. The Chairman advised that the Sub-Committee would go into a closed 
meeting to make their decision. The Sub-Committee returned within 30 minutes 
and the legal advisor read out their decision.  
 
 
 
Decision Notice – Application for a Premises License at The Rother Barn 
Christmas Tree Farm, Farnham Road, Liss, Hampshire GU33 6LJ - East 
Hampshire District Council Licensing Committee sitting on 17th December 
2021. 
 
 
The Licensing Sub-Committee has been asked to determine whether the 
premises license at the above-described premises should be granted in 
accordance with the application. The Sub-Committee was comprised of 
Councillors Wigman, Glass and Hill (Chairman). Also present and advising the 
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Committee was the Licensing Officer Mrs Emma Grieve and the Solicitor 
advising the Committee was Surinder Atkar. 
 
The Licensing Sub-Committee heard the details of the application as contained 
in the report before the Committee from Emma Grieve, who provided the Sub-
Committee with full details of the application and the objections to it. 
 
The Licensing Sub-Committee then heard from the objectors to the application 
who had attended. The Chairman explained that there should be no repetition 
of what had previously been said and that all representations should be 
relevant to the application. The objectors then made their representations, and 
they may be summarised as follows - 
 

 Representations were contained in written submissions and the 
Committee were referred to these. 

 There should be a prevention of public nuisance and this was backed up 
by Policy SD7 in the South Downs National Park Local plan relating to 
tranquillity. The aim should be to promote health and wellbeing which 
grant of application would not do. It was a semi-rural location and noise 
at night would be a problem. On previous events at the premises difficult 
to go into gardens because of noise. 

 Application there to make money because Christmas Tree business on 
its own was making a loss. Sound will travel and could be a form of 
mental torture. Also there were children who had to go to bed early and 
would be disturbed. A man once complained during a previous event 
and was ignored. Even though noise from nearby train track that was 
only every hour whereas this would be constant. 

 Guests would wander outside the licensable areas and cause disruption. 

 Noise was monitored at last event using an app on a mobile phone in a 
garden and the noise was greater than the chairman’s voice in the 
hearing using a microphone.  

 Unlit country road to the site so danger to attendees to events. Also 
River Rother was often flooding. 

 Lack of parking. 

 No confidence in Applicant taking steps to reduce noise as no one had 
been consulted by Applicant. 

 Danger of anti-social behaviour and littering. 
 
The Environmental Health Officer David Fitzgerald then addressed the 
Committee and gave reasons for the six conditions suggested by him to 
address the licensing objectives is contained in the report to Committee. 
These six conditions are: 
1. There shall be no more than 12 regulated entertainment events per 

calendar year. 
2. There shall be a minimum of 10 days between each regulated 

entertainment event.  
3. Each regulated entertainment event shall be held on either Friday, 

Saturday, or Sunday, with no regulated entertainment events taking 
place over 2 or more days. 
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4. The music noise level shall be no greater than 65dB(A) when measured 
as a 5 minute LAeq at a distance of 150m from the front of the stage on 
Andlers Ash Road. 

5. During events involving regulated entertainment, the applicant shall be in 
control of the speaker system. 

6. The licensee shall notify the Environmental Protection team at least 14 
days in advance of the first event from the date of the Licensing Hearing, 
so as attendance can be arranged for the implementation of condition 
number 4.  This is to help ensure the licensee can accurately and 
effectively take noise measurements and comply with condition 4.  

 
The Applicant then addressed the Committee and made the following 
representations- 

 Financial loss had been made on the Christmas tree business. 

 In the previous 12 months had used 3 temporary events notices and 
had not had a complaint about any of the events. Event would not be 
held every weekend and would be spread out over the year. 

 Would be happy with any conditions to a license Committee may 
impose. 

 Noise control mechanisms could be used. 

 Excessive drinking of alcohol on the premises would not be 
permitted. 

 
The Committee retired to consider the decision with Mr Atkar advising on legal 
issues. 
 
Having considered all matters the Committee felt that all the licensing 
objectives were covered by the standard conditions and the six conditions 
suggested by the Environmental Health Department. However, the Committee 
felt that to address all the licensing objectives further conditions would be 
required as follows- 
 

7. For the Guy Fawkes Bonfire event once a year the number of attendees 
would be limited to 500 attendees and for all other regulated 
entertainment events attendees would be limited to 250. 

8. All regulated entertainment events to be ticket events only. 
9. During all regulated entertainment events the stage at the premises must 

face west. 
10. A public announcement system controlled by the Applicant to be 

installed at the premises. 
 
The Solicitor Mr. Atkar then announced the decision accordingly 
 
Appeal: The Applicant, Responsible Authorities and Interested Persons have 
the right to appeal the decision to the Magistrates’ Court within 21 days of 
receiving official notification of the decision from the Licensing Authority. 
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The meeting commenced at 10.00 am and concluded at 1.30 pm 
 


